ENVIRONME

_This innovative modern gardén ce"eb :

“dream of sea, sun and sand
STORY & PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN PATRICK

from an old pier
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Clipped she-oaks make unusual
topiarised trees in this predominantly native garden
Designed with minimal water use, the garden
features gravelled surfaces interspersed with clumps
of native grasses to replace lawns The water tank
stands proudly in the garden These
stone columns (Koonya Beach Columns by Chris
Booth) stand like totem poles in the landscape
Although mainly featuring native plants, garden
owner Fiona Brockhoff has indluded some introduced
plants that need little watering, including these pots
of succulents at the front dooe The pyramid is
made from discarded thongs collected on trips
around Australia, Limestone walling and
clumps of lomandra and ricepaper plant make a
strong statement at the front entrance, A pair of Tiwi
Pukamani poles stand either side of the front door

e ————




slame s rrr manmoaris L. A A AN e P P aAn |n o

piamn elrapanax papyrifer), agave (AQave americana) and sea lavender
) .- . MOSreY Ras LR - it A vha Aardan A thae Vs notAn
Limonium perezn). Because 0f the proximity of the garden 10 the Mormingto
Peninsula National Park, Fiona works harg of her chosen

ntroguced plants becomes a weed, indeed, she spends consigerabie time

weeding beyond the border of her garden into the park 1o prevent the invasion
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Native plantings domin; the Western Port Bay side of the garden, but not
predictable: for example, the moonah (Melaleuca
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QUIRKY FEATURES
Above all, the quality most apparent in this garden is the innate style of its
owners. Over the years, pieces have been acced 1o the garden 10 Create
whimsy, humour and a superb style. There's a spontaneity about the
placement of many of these pieces that s absen! from gardens created around
formal box and fountains. Indeed, Fiona will move some pieces 10 mee! a

particular mood or need. Thus the thong pyramid, home to thongs David and
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Bowis for planting also move to offer interest as required
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against a backdrop of Bass Strat and surrounding bushland
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PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape design: Fiona Brockhoff Landscape Design, (0:




