A talented couple’s ingenious use of local materials, and planting that includes many indigenous

specles, has created a contemporary ogarden which feels timeless. ANNE LATREILLE wvisis
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Favcing page) 2 Beside the vineyard:
Laomandra longifolia, Phormivm Kiwi

Dazzler and Cotyloadon orbiculata

3  On the front terrace, resilient plants include Cotyledon orbiculata Silver Wave, The
view from the deck chairs is of Port Phillip Bay, with Arthur’s Seat beyond

RETURN OF THE NATIVES

An eclecuc blend ol indigenous and
coast-lolerant plants 1s grown here, In
cluding succulents with notable form or
colour. Smaller Australian plants mclude
the rush-like Lomandra fong ’“" 'l Correa
alba, nauve hibiscus, .!':n'-"l e ez el  West
Coast Gem: Bardia migenfolr;, coastal daisy,
(lorna mallans: coast everlasung, (zothemnis
terbanatos: sihvery cusluon bush, Ixu:-.'_.".’:.:'~
brocona: and spear grass, Sipa sipodes (see
Fig 5 lor the last two,, Conservation was
a molive i planung them, as some of
these species are tacing local exuncuon.

a pyramid of beachcombed flip-flops
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| his-garden looks uncontrnived, ar
impression that ':u‘-hct- a certaun amount of
work behind the scenes
-.«nuh:mlr assesses the way different plants
perform, and currently is experimenting
with topiary on native plants. Not for her
the trachtional, ¢l "v'.'-LLP)}J(. d Buxus species
she 1s using Australian sea box, Afyxia
buxifolia, which she descnibes as ‘dark
and handsome, hard w propagate but
rockets once it's in the '4;0111‘.(:. She 1s
also encouraging allocasuarinas \lu"-.th
and the local moonah, Melaleuca lanceolata,
mto balls and other interesting shapes.

\Miss Brockhoff

1—An outdoor Christmas tree of beach-
combed flip-flops behind native hibiscus

hat vou feel 1t has always been iere, even
though some of the plants are exouc unpoits,
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yaery, parucularly the coast tea-tree, Lepty
permum (eeigalum. Specimen piants make

Al OCCAsIond statement, but tohage andl tex-

ture are ; aramou | here are almost no
flowers, and vou w 'l. not find a green lavwn,
Uthe -_;,'h Miss Brockhoff 1s considering
mtroducing golden, {eathery wallaby grass.

Danthenia sp. which s native to the area
['he circuit of paths 1s made from shell
£rit O} line .'1‘.“.'(':. ILCPs arc ol weathered
umber, walls ol liunestone. Preces ol salvaved
cdnttwood blend with the archung, lurrowed

Unxs ol '.l'l' senescent ea-iree, scatlered

shells and jewelled pieces of water-smoothed
glass spangle the gravel. I'he visitor might
adisturb a spiny anteater venturing i lrom
the national park that lies between the gar-
den and the sea, or a blue-tongued Lizard

drnnking from a mussel shell

:::Zzl.-'.‘u with preces of hmestone. Lhe | na,
narrow drive, with low natve shrubs en-
croaching. 1s gun-barrel straight, with roller-
coaster rizes and falls
Not -n'.\. are these bumps traffic

~alming devices, they also move the visitor
r"'.::-;h the landscape to create a real
sense of arrival. The gravelled forecourt
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random pieces of creamy white
local limestone. 1hev define the garden
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>—The rear courtyard is planted with plants that are indigenous to the area: silvery grey

cushion bush, Leucophyta brownii, and spear grass, Stipa stipoides
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SUCCULENT DISPLAYS stored in tanks; lavatories are sclf-=compaos-
Despite her attractyve arrangement ol L1 hi ' ;
small potted succulents on a bench Lielps e 1o imigate and feralise soils rthar
against a limestone wall (Fig 9°, Miss ALe POOr in nulnients, in o
Brockholl prefers to use larger succu- ' '
lents, in the open ground and as part Ol funoi notr grapes
of a designed planting scheme. She proper, plants are nor weleome if they n d
likes aeonmums, such as black-llowered leeding or waterine after the list summes
Aeonmpam arboream Zwai tkop, and tall A.

arboreunt Var Atropurpureum; agaves, Miss Brockholl savs, 'l have a passion lor
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such as Agare atlenuata, and silver ‘ele- hibiscus but it was no vood here. | thoughi
phant’s ears’, Cotyledon ordiculata, and cannas would work, but they dudn’.” She
the culuvar Silver Wave. ‘Some de- will cut ofl lowerheads il they don't fit .
but | hke As a designer, she dunks constantly ol the
them as [eawure plants. lhv\ make a bigger picture. She lived and worked for

signers use succulents en masse,

strong staternent among the line keaves several vears in the country and this, she
of the indigenous plants, and they savs, gave her a real feeling for the open-
stand up well to the echiums. 1 love LS | \.m ralia, ‘We've gor beannful views
their silhouettes. And. of course., they here and 1 VO pur on 1o tmuch colour
are hardy.’ Lhen it conlhics. T grow dahlias, bur only in

‘.I"jvl',;ii)}(‘ grarden. which s hudden awa



6 The design of the house evokes a 1960s mood. In the foreground,

an aconium and Fhormium tenax Purpureum backed by an olive tree

7=On the front terrace, a pukurmiani burial post of the liwi people

crnerges from bhehind a clump of Euphorbia characias subsp wulfenii

& —~Koonya Beach Columns, 1997, by the New Zealund sculptor Chris
Booth, surrounded by the coast tea tree, Lepltospernmon lacvigatum
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9—A collection of ported succulents bakes in the sun against a wall

made of local limestone. Mormium Kiwi Dazzler is visible behind
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