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here afe perhaps a handful.of
coptempopary. Australian
landscapt designers with an

" .international profilér Fiona Brockhoff
o Py . ;
Lo S orie of them. Her garden, Karkalla,
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L yin Sorrentd, bn Victoria's Mornington
7 Peninsula, has featured in pybligations

., around the world. "This gardcn is

X

special because it represgnts my
< philosophyon gardening,” says Figna.
Located just I50m from Bass Straft,

the propenty is buffeted by strong winds |

and fagsandy, nutrient-poor soils. Yet
Fiona has créated abeautiful, resilieng

o {garden using local indigenowsplants

’ 4 ® - .
% and sustainable gardening techniques.
% St's@about gardenidg closely with

nature and responding carefully to the

site conditions,” she says.
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Fiona grew up i modernist home
surgelinded by architecturil plants:
Echifils; yuccas and cordyhaes. She |
studiéd at the Victorian ('”.nvl‘l’cgc“
Agriculture and Horticulture and workcy

s

for landscape designers here and ingthe k]
UK, including the famedJoho Bmukm,\:‘

: < y A g
before launching Fiona™Brockhofl,

]

. ? A exe ™
Desigh'in 1997 Today she WworksSa

throughout southeastern Australia.
’ .

Fiona would love to see more h'nm%

garden designers and horticulturists. 3
“Thework is multifaceted: itincorporates
alave of, degign, a passion for plants,

spenting g omtdoors and workingm
; -

an important part of their livey” shesayk, *
“It’s also an occupation ’nh;n can be
ugdled withgaising d il

juggled w S ¥
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| [£: PIONA"S DAY, HEAD
2% U4 TO homestolove.com,
Ririhouseandgardens”
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closely with peopléto help them designg:
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Fiona’s partner is David Swann, a civil engineer whose
landscape construction company builds many of her designs.
Tegeéther with their daughters Ella, 17, and Yasmin, 1+ﬂhcy e
divide their time between homes in Melbourne and Sarrento. ¥
The Sorrento house, built by the couple in 1994, is set on 1ha, %
half of which is managed coastal indigenous bushland, the % :
otherhalf a vineyard, orchard and vegie gardeﬂ Beorde: A B "__" o
by the Mornington Peninsula Natuzg‘ thﬁomc_‘*" S

solar-potve n,d with comp d fagyd“f % ;% Ellaleft

dinne

and Yasmin help Fiona harvest vegies for

greywater. “We'try totrgad

The 150m? vegie patch contains raised concrete
troughs filled with herbs, kale, rocket, lettuces, peppers
4 and eggplant. Dahlias are the only flower Fiona grows.

*They V're outragec V'.J\Ij\ )

: . v 5 e | & ; - - S
Whien I'iran Gonemo,m\ d ay ryp;a (taﬂ:\%:h ? ) X
walkiagthedogs,” says Fiopa, séeh bere with ack RUse ‘I aim to match plants to the environment

PR R*““"““**?“’a'k‘"*‘;"‘“°?’°g“'""“"",‘y - rather than changing the environment to
pastime. "l love abserving plants in their natural habitat. z S .
suit the plants.

After dropping Yasmin to the pier, Fiona grabs a rare coffee. “This is a new species I've been trialling," says Fiona, planting a
“I tend to have coffee at home, so thisis atreat,” ribbon of Dietes “White Tiger’ at the side of her home, where the soil is
very exposed and nutrient-poor. “So far, it's proving to be a very

versatile little plant and the bonus is a white flower in summer.” P
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a fills
copper dishes with
saline bore water to

/I 4 g ; ’ &
ANTIPC pi{féoxsnon & GALKERY, SORRENTO
1 Biona draps by hér local bookstore/galleryro check stock of
L | her bk bath designs sold dm%uldn't find beautiful,
L5 s bim_‘bﬁths, $0 igned some myself,” she says,
ade from coypd: jorfa designsthebirdbaths in a ra'n[Ee
lesincliding flowers, toadstoolsand sleek dishes.

BACK IN HER HOME OFFICE
Fiona hand draws the concept design for each
garden before a colleague converts it into a digital
» format. Outside the office window'is Fiona's favourite

__ tree, a large Banksia integrifolia. “Tts bark is beautiful, =
it always has a flower or a cone on display and i

birds love it."

Fiona meets David at a property i ++ daughters home for
where they're building N, school holidays, Fiona divides
Vays construction her time between family and
details tordiscuss, such as work. Here, she takes a mid
whether the levels are accurately afternoon walk with Ellaon

represented on the plan.” their gravel driveway.
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